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Ricreatione dell' occhio e della Mente Nell' of- 
fervation delle Chiocciole Dal P. Filippo Buo~ 
nanni &c. in Roma> per il Varefe^ 1681. 



HAving difcourfed as it were in his own defence 
how proper for the diverfion of a Pbitofbpber 
thefe fort of Speculations are, as creating a pleafure 
only to him whofe faculties are rrfined enough to re- 
UJh it; he divides his Suhjecl, which is Sbell-fijh , ac- 
cording to the number aiid figure of their Shells, whence 
arifes the diftinction of them into univalves, Bivalves, 
and Turbinated. The production of thefe, as to its 
manner, being much controverted among Naturalifts, 
he enumerates and examins the feveral opinions con- 
cerning it , vt\. 1 hat they propagate their own Spe- 
cies by their own Nature as other perfect Animals, as 
iome think, or as others, that they arife from putru 
faclion, as Infects have been fuppofed to do; and fome 
few opinions more fubordinate to thefe two: <\nd not 
at all acquieffingin, neither confuting, the reafon- 
ing and experiments of Steno, l^edi , ofr Lyfier , he 
imbraces the old and antiquated opinion of their be- 
ing equivocally produced out of putrefaction, for which 
he brings little proof befides the well known reafons, and 
Authority of Ariftotle. 

After this he confiders the great variety of Sbapes 
and Colours which adorn them, and having made feme 

en^ 



l>8] 

enquiry into the caufes of them, whether they proceed 
from Miner alTinSlures, as we fee lead is whitened by Vi- 
negar , blackt by Oyl, burnt to a Yellow ; &c. he feems 
to incline to the opinion that they are meerly Accidental, 
and produces experiments to juftifie the Aflfertion. 

After this, he enumerates the different Proprieties, and 
ufes may be made of Shell-fijh, and gives us a general Ac- 
count of feveral Mujceum's, in which are to be feen great 
and curiousCollections of them,as that of Wormius at Am- 
jlerdam, ot Calceolarias, the Mujeum Cofpianum annexed to 
that of Aldrovandus at Hologna , &c At }\ome , he 
tells us of many collections of this nature j as in the 
Palace of Prince Pamphilio j the Mufjtum of Cardinal 
Chigi, the Study of the Queen of Swedens Antiquary, and 
many others. 

His fecond Part contains a plain and fuccind: Defcrip- 
tion of the feverai jpecies contained under each genus j 
to which are added their colours, the places where they 
are found and whatfoever is particular in each of them, 
which defcriptions refer you to the fourth part of his 
book, confining wholly of the figures of them curiouf- 
ly engraven. 

The third part is intirely problematical, where he en- 
quires about the generation of Pearls, and in what 
kinds of Shell-fijh they are found, whether the matter 
they are formed of be the dew; whether they grow from 
the shell, or are produced in the body of the Fifh, as 
alfo whether they are difeafes of them, or their proper 
ftetus. 

He examines the reafon why Shell-fijh are produced ra- 
ther inthe^V?*, than in Lakes, or RJvers ; as alfo why 
more in the Water than in the Earth, &c. why there 
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isnotthattf#n>£yof parts in them which is found in ci- 
ther Animals-, for he afTerts, and pretends Anatomy for 
it, that they have no Teeth, Heart, Bones, Liver, Gall, 
nor Spleen, &c. Laft of all Suppofing the Concha Ve- 
nerea to be the femora of the Antients, he difputes the 
poffibility of its being able to fkop a Ship. 
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